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initiative the repression of which is usually the cause of naughti-
ness. Children in Soviet schools have responsibilities which are
rarely given to children elsewhere. Self-government in school is
deliberately used to make the children realise their social obliga-
tions, their responsibilities as builders of a Communist State. I
will quote from the Regulations on Children's S elf-Government as
laid down by Narkompros in 1932 for the R.S.F.S.R., in agree-
ment with the Central Committee of the Komsomol. They have
been slightly modified by now—class committees have been
abolished in Classes 1 and 2—but in essence remain the same.
" To arrange the work of self-government organs in the school in
such a way that it shall be directed in the first place towards a
raising of the quality of study and a strengthening of the con-
scious discipline in the school" (from a decree of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party).
" (1) Children's Self-Government in the polytechnised school
must embrace aH the children. It draws the children into active
participation in the growth of the school. Children's Self-
Government fights for a self-restrained Communist upbringing,
for increased class vigilance against the attempt of class enemies
to influence the children.
" (2) With this aim in view, C.S.G. fights in the school for
(a) raising of the level of general knowledge, (&) an extension
of the polytechnical outlook and knowledge, (c) acquisition of
skill, the planning of studies and manual work, (d) the
strengthening of conscious discipline, (e) fulfilling social duties,
{/) carrying on in an organised way out-of-school (mass cultural)
work, (g) improving the children's health.
" C.S.G. works in the following way:
- " (1) Influences all children to read books, organises circles,
brigades for the solving of difficulties in study, organises
comradely help for the backward, draws in adults to help
backward children, organises among comrades an interchange
of books where there is a shortage.
u(%) Draws the children into the children's sections 6for
technique,*   organises   technical   readings,   visits

